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Celebrating the Lord’s Feast of Pentecost 
 

In God’s instructions to His people concerning His Feasts, He called them “holy convocations.” The Hebrew 
word means “a rehearsal.” They are also called: “The Feasts of the LORD,” meaning to move in a sacred 
procession, to observe a festival. Under the New Covenant in Christ, we don’t celebrate the Feasts 
legalistically, and they’re not just for the Jewish people anymore. As God’s people, we get to be included 
now too! It says in Zechariah 14 there are promised blessings for the Gentiles who observe the Feasts!  In 
Exodus 23:15, where God first instructs His people concerning His Festivals, He made a reference to them 
as appointed times. So they’re like appointments that God has put on His Calendar to have a special 
meeting with us seven times a year. God said, every year on this date, I want to meet with you, because 
there are some special ways I want to bless you. We must remember that our Lord Jesus Christ—is 
Jewish—and He will be forever. They are celebrations of our LORD. (See Handout: “Celebrating the Feasts 
of the Lord” for more information.) 
 

The first three Appointed Times occur in the spring. The entire salvation message plays out during this 
Festival, and what a beautiful story it is. Jesus was killed on Passover as the perfect Lamb of God, sacrificed 
to take away our sins, so eternal death could pass over us. He was buried during Unleavened Bread, 
without the “yeast” of sin in His life. Once we accept His Blood for salvation, we must also die to our flesh, 
and cooperate with the Lord as He helps us remove the leaven of sin from our lives. Jesus rose from the 
dead on Firstfruits and became the Firstfruits of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20).1  
 

The Feast of Pentecost:  
 

The fourth Appointed Time is the Feast of Pentecost. Starting from the day after Firstfruits, 7 Sabbaths 
were counted (7 complete weeks – 49 days), and the day after the 7th Sabbath (the 50th day) came the 
day of Pentecost. “And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place” as Jesus had instructed them, when the Holy Spirit came upon them as a rushing mighty wind and 
tongues of fire, empowering them to fulfill the huge commission the Lord had given them (Acts 2:1-4). It 
was like the day when God spoke to His people from Mount Sinai amid flashes of fire and lightning some 
1,500 years before, which is calculated to also have been on the day of Pentecost! Just as He spoke His 
Word then to guide them in relationship with Him, He sent His promised Holy Spirit that day in Jerusalem 
to write His Word upon our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 2 Corinthians 3:3)! As we anxiously 
await the “appointed time” of Jesus’ return, we are drawn by His Spirit into deeper communion with Him 
and the knowledge of His ways. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to overcome sin, to obey God, and fulfill 
His mission for each of our lives!2 
 

John 20:21-22 says the day Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to His disciples, “He breathed on them 
and said to them: receive ye the Holy Spirit.” So they received the Holy Spirit right then (just as we receive 
the Holy Spirit at the point of believing Jesus died to pay the penalty of our sins and rose again from the 
dead. It’s just as God “breathed” the breath of life “into” Adam (Genesis 2:7), the Holy Spirit comes into us—
it’s the in-filling, in-dwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that is given to us. But Luke 24:49 tells us that 
something in addition to that was going to happen… Jesus gave them their mission assignment right before 
His ascension, and then told them to “tarry” in Jerusalem until they would be “endued with” the Holy Spirit’s 
fullness of power to carry out what He had just called them to do. The Greek word means “in the sense of 
sinking into a garment; to be clothed with,” which indicates His power coming over them on the outside. Acts 
1:8 says, “But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and you shall be 
witnesses unto Me…” So these Scriptures reveal two separate things: receiving the Holy Spirit at the point of 
believing and then being endued with His power to carry out what He calls us to do. For some people, the 
moment of this being clothed with the Holy Spirit’s power to fulfill their calling is a very emotional 



2 | P a g e  -  N e w  H o p e  P r a y e r  &  W o r s h i p  C e n t e r  -  w w w . n e w h o p e m i n i s t r y c c . o r g  
 

experience. It was for the disciples. John the Baptist and Jesus both said it would be like a baptism of 
emersion or baptism of Holy Spirit fire (Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 11:16).  
 

So the disciples tarried in Jerusalem waiting for the Holy Spirit’s power to come over them. Acts 2:1-4 
describes it like this: “…there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with (Hebrew word means: influence, supply, permeated with) the 
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Speaking in 
tongues is not the only sign of someone being filled with the Spirit. For another group of Believers, it says, 
“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). Read the whole 
book of Acts to see all the many different signs of the Holy Spirit’s filling, in many different people, for 
many different types of ministry, even in areas like business!  
 

This is how it is for us too. We receive the Holy Spirit at the point of Salvation, but then as the Lord reveals 
to us who He created us to be and what He has called us to do, we will be “endued with”…clothed with the 
Spirit’s power to do it! Some describe it as a time when they felt the Holy Spirit come over them, enabling 
them to do something they never could have done without His power.  
 

“Rehearsal” of Things to Come: 
  
If “holy convocations” are “a rehearsal,” according to the Hebrew definition we saw earlier, what is the 
Feast of Pentecost a rehearsal for? The Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 2:16-17: “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holyday, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days: 
Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” Paul wrote this AFTER Jesus had already 
come, died, rose again, ascended, and sent His Spirit, so those special celebration days were still being 
observed and were not only a shadow of His first coming. They are also a shadow of things still yet to 
come! This is one reason why we should still be observing them. The Apostle Paul obviously was; and so 
was the early Church for hundreds of years. So, the Feast of Pentecost must hold prophetic aspects as well. 
God has given us the observance of them as part of the preparation for “things yet to come…"  
 

Pentecost is prophetic of the Church—the Body of Christ. It holds prophetic aspects that have been 
fulfilled, that are still being fulfilled, and will continue to be fulfilled throughout the entire Church age. The 
Church age doesn’t end until Christ returns. As God’s people celebrated Pentecost in Old Testament times, 
it was prophesying the giving of the Holy Spirit and beginning of the Church, which happened on the very 
day of this Feast. But we can’t forget what other significant thing had taken place on Pentecost…because 
the two major events go together…It was the giving of God’s written Word at Mt Sinai. There is supposed 
to be the perfect working together of God’s Word and His Spirit! It can’t be all Word and no Spirit, and it 
can’t be all Spirit and no Word. It’s supposed to be the two working powerfully together in and through 
the Church—the Body of Christ. It’s a crucial part of the Kingdom of God being established. Jesus 
compared the Kingdom to yeast in one of His parables, which indicated that it would ultimately fill the 
whole earth (Luke 13:20-21). In the Lord’s prayer pattern He gave us, we are to pray for His Kingdom to 
come, and His will to be done on earth, as it is in Heaven (Matthew 6:10). Amazingly, He involves us in His 
Kingdom plans… We are a part of His will being done on earth as it is in Heaven…just as much as the 
Believers in the book of Acts. During the time of Feast of Pentecost, read the inspiring accounts that 
describe the Kingdom Power God demonstrated through those early Believers. They were people just like 
us…who were empowered by the Holy Spirit with gifts of signs, wonders, and miracles, as they were led by 
the Lord in carrying out the things He called them to do. And He does the same for us as we carry out what 
He calls us to do! 
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